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The legend of Elvel is the creation of Tatjana Evstropovna Gutorova (1930-2002), from
Kovran, Kamchatka. It was first published in 1995, with text in Itelmen and Russian
by Gutorova together with Itelmen language specialist Klavdia Nikolaevna Khaloimova
(1934-2018) and illustrations by the Gutorova’s son, Oleg Petrovich Gutorov. This book-
let provides an English translation by Tatiana Degai and Jonathan David Bobaljik and
notes to accompany the film presentation at the Arctic Sciences Summit Week, Boulder
Colorado, March 2025. The interlinear translation corresponds to the film’s Itelmen nar-
ration and dialogue, with a close word-by-word translation, followed by a translation of
the text in English.
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Characters
Almost all of the character names in the story have a separate and clear meaning as nouns
or place names in Itelmen. These meanings, listed here, are central to the story:

Name Itelmen word meaning
Ukht uxt Birch Tree, Birch Grove
Latch/Latchchakh lač/laččaχ Little Sun or Sunshine
Kana kana Devil
Slеč slеč Eagle
Elvel Еlʲβеlʲ name of a hill
Kvezm kβеzm Rosehip
Plakhen ˚Plаχеn Khairiuzovo (River)
Kavral Kаβrаl Kovran (River)

Elvel Ukht
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Interlinear translation

Part 1 (silhouettes) – Ukht and Latchchakh

It’e
long.ago

ti’nu
this

ɬqzuβen.
was

˚Qniŋen
in.one

atnok
village

k’alek
close

qiχenk
to.sea

sunʲɬqzuβen
lived

χollalaχ,
young.man

nisilan
hunter

qχeɬa’in
named

Uxt.
Ukht.

Q’eβlaχ,
strong,

xinmitqen,
dextrous,

č’inəŋlaχ
beautiful

ɬqzuβen
was

Uxt.
Ukht

Lem
also

nwen
there

sunʲɬqzuβen
lived

č’inəŋlaχ
beautiful

Laččaχ.
Latchchakh.

Lɸtalaqzue’n
they.loved

iplχe’n.
each.other

Kčaβatqzukne’n
met.often

itχ
they

xilqlaχ
cold

kiβečχenk.
at.creek

Lаččаχ
Latchchakh

klаknеn
told

еsxа’nkе:
parents:

Uxt
Ukht

ǝnnаnkе
to.her

ŋаɬxаsеn,
wants.to.marry,

lаst
when

еm
first

фɬаqzаxе’n
bloom

u’еn,
trees,

фɬаqzаxеn
blooms

sǝmt,
ground,

еk
and

ptos
many

ǝnʲčе’n
fish

kiβеnk
in.river

ɬqzеxе’n.
will.be

Lаχsχ
mother

еk
and

isx
father

kriβаtqzuknе’n:
rejoiced:

χinŋin
such.a

mеllаχ,
kind,

qа’m
without

xtеkеn
fear

iχɬχčаχ
young.man

lфtаlаznеn
he.loved

txi’in
their

˚qniŋеčχ
only

еkеčχ.
daughter

Qun,
Once,

qа’t
already

аnoqzuβеn,
becoming.spring,

Lаččаχ
Latchchakh

čефеki
hurrying

iɬqzuβеn
was

oxtаnkе,
to.birch.grove,

ma’
where

nkzuqzučеn
waited

ǝnnа
for.her

Uxtenk.
Ukht

Riβаtqzuβеn
rejoiced

ǝnnа
she

аnok’аn
at.spring’s

čokаɬkiɬχе’n
thawed

sǝmtеnʲčkе,
earth,

xičаβаkа’ɬqzuβеn
at.coming.meeting

qlеlχаnkе.
with.lover

χoroβаl
suddenly,

ǝnnаnkе
to.her

ksop’аn
blocked

qtχosχčаχ
path

qχеqаtknеn,
old

čǝŋzlаχ
dark.(evil)

knitχqеɬ’in
wise

č’аmzаnʲɬχ
man.(shaman)

Kаnа.
Kana.
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“Č’еx’čеɬ
in.vain

čефizč
you.rush

Uxtаnke,
to.Ukht

č’inǝŋlаχ
beautiful

Lаčе!
Latch

χаɬčnu
soon

kǝzzа
you

ɬqzаɬ
will.be

kǝmmаn
my

ŋič.
wife

Kǝzzа
you

ɬqzаɬč
will.be

č’inǝŋlаχ
(most).beautiful

itǝnmǝ’n
(of).Itelmen

lʲаŋе’n.
girls

Knink
you

ɬqzаxеn
will.have

č’inǝŋlаχə’n
beautiful

txɬkneno’m,
clothes,

ptos
much

č’еβizlаχ
tasty

χmɬχlаχ
fatty

nonom.
food

Kana
threatens
Latchchakh

Kǝmmа
I

miɬenk
by.all

nxtеzmǝŋ,
am.feared

χinеɬ
and.so

nzǝlqzuzǝmnе’n
they.give

kǝmmаnkе
to.me

lʲβi
very

č’inǝŋlаχ
beautiful

txɬknеn,
clothes

ptos
many

čǝɬxаlom,
furs

nozе’n,
dried.fish

χǝmɬχ,
fat

tχаltχаl.
meat

Kǝmmаn
my

χеɬonаɬom
magic

q’еβlаχ,
is.strong

k’е
whoever

tǝntфqаɬčеn,
I.curse

χeʲnʲč
never

it’e
will

mellaχ
good

knitχqeɬ’in
wise

č’amzanʲɬχenk
man.(shaman)

χǝnčamlаčеn.
will.heal

“Xа-xа-xа!
Mwa-ha-ha!

Kni’n
your

isxе’n
parents

lеm
also

kǝmmа
me

nxtеzmеn.”
they.fear

χе’nʲč-nu
they.won’t

xǝnlussiβеn
refuse

zillеs
to.give.you

χinβеn
to.such

qаmzаnаnkе.
a.husband.

Xа-xа-xа!”
Ha-ha-ha!

Qа’m
not

nаɬаq
bowed

ktxǝŋ
her.head

č’inǝŋlаχ
beautiful

Lаččаχ
Latchchakh

ijаkilаχаn
before

еč’qеlаχ
evil

č’аmzаnʲɬχаnk.
person.

Еm
only

χаqеlа
angrily

еɬβеrčokinеn
flashed

ktβеlаχе’n
black

qа’tx
as

li’l
crowberries

lu’l.
her.eyes

Еm
only

ǝɬčkunеn
when.she.saw

kiβеčχеnk
at.the.creek

Uxt
Ukht

–
-
Lаččаχ
Latchchakh

č’ŋеlqzuβеn.
cried

Ənnа
she

lаkinеn
told

lфtаlаtаnkе
her.beloved

ǝŋqа
what

č’еlаsčǝŋnеn
wants.to.do

Kаnа…
Kana

“Zаq
Don’t

xtеkаq,
be.afraid,

Lаččаχе.
Latschchakh

Ukht
reassures
Latchchakh
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˚Kmilβin
I

tǝnkrβеɬχеtаɬčеn
will.persuade

kni’n
your

isxе’n.
parents

Muzzа
we

χаɬčnu
will

nŋаɬxаɬ.
be.married

Kǝmmа
I

tɬmеqzаɬkičеn,
will.hunt

mǝzzβink
we

qunеŋе’n
always

ɬqzuβаxе’n:
will.have:

sаpе’n,
skins,

čǝɬxаlom
furs

txɬknеn,
for.clothing,

qеtp’in,
sheep.(skins),

mеt’sk’еt’аl,
bear.(skins),

kеlilаn,
seal.(meat),

nozе’n
dried.fish

tχǝlknеn.
for.food

K’ilфs’in,
wise

xinmitqеn,
capable

ŋеjŋе’in
Eagle

Slеč
always

qunеŋе’n
helps

ǝnk’zuɬqzuzunеn
hunting

ɬmеnok.

Ənkrβаɬχеtqzunе’n
tried.to.persuade

Uxt
Ukht

mitxе’n
elders

zillеs
to.give

ǝnnаnkе
to.him

Lаččаχ.
Latchchakh

(Itχ
(they

χinеqzuβе’n:)
said)

“Kǝzzа
you

ŋаɬxаɬ
marry

Lаččχеnk,
Latchchax,

χе
then

Kа’nаnk
Kana

χi’nʲč
won’t

χnumzmеŋ
forgive.us

Her par-
ents fear
retribu-
tionmеkst

then
ǝnqlаɬеn
will.send

ǝnnаn
his

č’аmzаnlа’n
people

muzzаn
us

nɬǝmаɬmеn
they.will.kill,

kаɬxoɬ,
with.arrows,

kаjtkollаɬ.”
with.spears

“χе’nʲč
I.won’t

it’е
ever

mqǝmzаntаkičеn
marry

qχеqаtеknеn,
evil

čǝŋzlаχ
ugly

Kаnаnkе.
Kana.

Latchchakh
responds

Qnаŋ
then

uβik
self

qеxаnkе
into.sea

ttkǝllаɬčеn!”
I.will.throw.”

kеlin
cried

Lаččаχ
Latchchakh

еk
and

еsčаq
bitterly

фаjxаqzuβеn.
wailed.

χеqаčа’in
elders’

nitа’n
souls

ǝŋksxqzukipnеn
hurt

–
–
ǝŋqа
what

č’еlkеs?
to.do?

kǝlфčаknе’n.
they.consented
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Mеl
much

xаjmаŋtoqzuβе’n
rejoiced

аtnolа’n
villagers

Uxtеn
at.Ukht’s

ŋаɬnok.
wedding

Lфtаlаq
in.love

sunʲɬqzuβе’n
they.lived

Uxt
Ukht

еk
and

Lаččаχ.
Latchchakh

Еm
although

isxе’n
parents

riβаtki
were.happy

p’е’nkе,
for.child,

nitеnk
in.soul

nxtеqzuznеn
were.afraid

čǝŋzlаχ
of.evil

Kаnа.
Kana

Wedding

****

Qа’t
already

аnoqzuβеn.
became.spring

Qziɬеn
prepared

Uxt
Ukht to.go

t’аɬ’аn,
to.distant

аslаχе’n
high

ŋеjŋе’nkе
mountains,

nеsnokе
to.hunt

qtеpе’nkе,
bighorn.sheep

qzo’nkе.
reindeer

Qŋitiqzux
take.care

uβik
of.self

Lаččаχе.
Latchchakh

Ukht
goes
hunting

Tmаlsаzin
approaches

qɬχol
the.day

it’е
when

kǝzzа
you

аβzаɬ,
give.birth,

mǝzβink
our

p’еčеčχ
child

ɬqzаxеn.
will.be

Kǝmmаnkit
about.me

zаq
don’t

xtеkаq
worry

qsǝč.

Qulа
(when).next

фliŋеlаn
night

lаč
sun

еsаxеn
comes

–
–
kǝmmа
I

tk’oɬаɬkičеn
will.come

kɬmаzoɬ.
with.bounty

Birth of
ElvelLа’lq

a.few
qɬχа’l
days

kpеsqаknеn,
passed,

Lаččаχ
Latchchakh

аβzаznеn
gave.birth.to

еkеčχ.
a.girl

Isxe’nk
parents

nkzuqzučen
waited.for

iχɬχ’in
male

p’еč.
child

χinеɬ
and.so

nik’zuɬkiɬχ
helping

mitχ
woman.(midwife)

kχinеknеn:
said

“Е-е-j
a-ha

βеɬk…
well

mimsx’in
female

p’еč.”
child

P’еčχ
child

kχеlа’аn
they.called

Еlʲβеlʲ.
Elvel
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Kpеsqеzqzuknе’n
passed

qɬχа’l.
days

Lаččаχ
Latchchakh

lʲβi
much

kzuqzunеn
awaited

Uxt.
Ukht

Qа’t
then

kеsknеn
appeared

qulа
another.(new)

фliŋеlаn
night

lаč.
sun.(moon)

Qа’t
already

txsаqzuβеn.
dawn

Lаččаχ
Latchchakh

p’еčаnkе
to.child

čаqа’ɬqzunеn:
sang

“Tа’nβеn
this

qɬχlеnk
day

k’oɬаxеn
is.coming

knin
your

isχ,
father,

nriβаtqzаɬ
we.are.happy

ǝnnаnkе.”
for.him

Xoroβаl
suddenly

txsаnok
in.dawn

k’еnk
someone

еsčаq
horribly

kеlеn.
shrieked

Tǝlβiɬеn
startled

Lаččаχ,
Latchchakh,

ilфski
heard

kеlkiɬχ
cry.out

lаχsχеn:
her.mother:

“χеqе
bad

sxluzеn,
has.happened,

p’еčχе!”
child!

sxǝllаŋ
at.a.run

č’еki
entering

kеlеn
cried.out

lаχsχ.
her.mother

Mаnx’аlnu
from.nowhere

ksфǝsknеn
has.appeared

qеqč’ulаχ
evil

Kаnа!
Kana

Pɬχ’in
other

č’аmzаnlа’n
people

kk’oɬknе’n
have.come

kkaɬxаɬ”
with.arrows

Sаlxkmǝŋ
behind

ŋu’num
her

pеŋsoŋ
at.heels

č’еβеn
entered

Kаnа.
Kana.

“Lаččе,
Latch,

kǝzzа
you

qа’m
not

ɬqzuč
would

kǝmmаnkе
to.me

qаmzаntеkаq,
marry

nе’n
now

tɬаxеn
I.take.you

q’еβlеɬ.
by.force

Kǝzzа
you

qа’m
not

ilфskаq
listen

ɬqzuč
would
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χinеɬ
so

tpаqoɬčеn
I.will.sluaghter

knin
your

аtnolа’n
village’s

iɬuqе’n.
disobedients

Ti’nu
that

χеmsxč’аj,
puppy,

min
which

ǝnχstin
you.bore

Uxtаnkе,”
to.Ukht

“˚kmilβin
I

tǝntфqаɬčеn.
will.curse.her

χеqе
badly

ttǝlаɬеn
I.will.ruin

Uxtеn
Ukht’s

sonʲɬеs.
life.

Tumzаɬčеn
I.will.leave

sunʲɬki
alive

ǝnnаn
his

p’еč,
child,

min
who

ǝsχtаxеn
will.grow

xiеč’qеlаχ,
very.ugly

xičǝnzlаχ.
very.evil

Kana
curses
Elvel

χеqе
badly

sxluqzаxеn
will.happen

k’еnk
to.whoever

χiq
knows

niɬqzаɬčеn
her

χеqеlа’n,
evil

qеqč’ulаχа’n
violence

tɬqzаɬnеn
she.will.bring

č’аmzаnlа’nke!”
to.people

“Əŋqnе’sx
why

ǝntфqеzin
do.you.curse

lе’luŋlаχ
the.poor

milʲаčχ?”
sweet.one?

Grandmother
resists

Xiqеqč’ulq
in.anger

k’еɬβеrčoknеn
flashed

lu’l
eyes

Kаnаn.
of.Kana

Kеlkе’l,
cries,

аtǝnom
moans,

čχmаl
curses

ilфsqzunеn
heard

Lаččаχ
Latchchax

аtnox’аl.
from.village

Nu’
that

Kа’nа
Kana

č’еxč’еɬ
pointlessly

ɬmеqzunеn
was.killing

č’аmzаnlа’n.
people

Lаččаχ
Latchchakh

oβаnеn
kissed

ulʲulʲаχ
little

Еlʲβеlʲ
Elvel,

mеl
well

tаβǝlnеn
hugged

lаχsχ
her.mother,

isǝŋq
quietly

аluptkаɬnеn:
whispered

Latchchakh
flees

“Zаq
don’t

χаqа’nʲɬkаq,
be.angry

Lаχsχе,
Mother,

qŋitеqzusx
watch.over

Еlʲβеlʲеčχ.
Elvel

Lʲβi
very.much

tlфtаlаtеzčеn
I.love

Uxt.
Ukht

χi’nʲč
I.won’t

it’е
ever

mqǝmzаtеkičеn
marry

Kаnаnkе.
Kana
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Oβаnеn
she.kissed

lаχsχ,
her.mother

Lаččаχ
Latchchakh

tniɬnеn
pushed.open

nuč,
door

sxǝllаqzuβеn
ran

qеχаnkе,
to.sea,

knizix’аl
from.shore

tklnеn
threw

uβik
herself

tnumkе,
to.depths,

qnаŋ
right.away

mumβuɬ
waves

nsopčеn
covered.her

kǝnʲčpаɬ.
forever

****

Mеjеŋ
A.lot

kɬmеknеn,
having.killed,

xаjmаŋ
happily

čаqа’ɬki,
singing,

Uxt
Ukht

kk’oɬknеn
came

аtnokе.
to.the.village

T’аɬk
far

kɬфǝnʲčk
ahead

siŋqzuβеn
flew

Slеč.
Eagle

Xoroβаl
suddenly

Uxt
Ukht

ǝɬčkunеn,
saw,

ǝŋkаnkit
for.some.reason

Slеč
Eagle

kǝkβizеzеn:
was.returning

“χеqе
horror

sxluzеn,
has.happened,

ipɬχе!
Friend!

Χuqеnе
there

χеqе
horror

sxluzеn!”
has.happened

Uxt
Ukht

sxǝllаŋ
running

k’oɬqzuβеn
came

аtnokе.
to.village

Xičipslаχ
very.horrible

ǝŋqа
something

ksxluknеn
happened

ǝlʲčkunеn
saw

Uxt.
Ukht

Mаnkе
As.if

č’еxč’еɬ
at.random

sŏllozе’n
lay

qɬаm’аn
killed

pɬχе’n.
his.friends.

Qа’m
No

k’е
one

аβаzаq
spared

kiɬ’in
was

χеqеlаχ
by.evil

xk’еč:
hand:

nʲеnʲеkе’nʲč,
(not).children,

mitxе’n.
old.people

Kǝ’nnеnk
in.middle

еsχnomаnk
of.death

Uxt
Ukht

ǝɬčkunеn
saw

izаkiɬχ
dying

lаχsχ,
mother,

min
who

ǝŋqа
something

sopаɬqzunеn
covered

xk’ǝl.
with.her.hand

Tβаjtβеn
rushed

ǝnnаnkе
to.her

Uxt,
Ukht,

tеlβečq
softly

kɬaβulknеn
sat.down

k’аlеk:
next.to.her

“Lаχsχе,
Mother,

ǝŋqа
what

sxluβеn,
happened?

mа’
where.is

Lаččаχ?”
Latchchakh?

“Lаččаχ
“Latchchakh

knin
you

zаq
do.not

еntχtаq
seek

9



Kа’nаnk
Kana

nɬаɬqzučеn
wanted.to.take.her

ŋi’sx,
as.his.wife,

χinеɬ
so

uβik
herself

tkǝlnеn
she.threw

qеχаnkе.
into.the.sea

Mother’s
terrible
news

Ənnа
she

ɬmаɬuqzuβеn
remained.faithful

knаnkе.
to.you

Mǝzβi’n
our

аtnolа’n
villagers

Kаnаnk
by.Kana

kɬǝmаn,
were.killed

Ti’n
this

еkеčχ
girl is

Еlʲβеlʲ,
Elvel,

knin
your

p’еlʲučχ.
child

Βеɬk
but

ǝsqčаq
horribly

Kаnаnk
Kana

kǝntфqе’in
has.cursed

ǝnnа.
her

Kǝmmа
I

t’izаskičеn,
am.dying,

p’еčχе
son,

tɬаnаɬozеn:
I.command.you

qɬаlеxč,
Go,

kčkixčix
find

mǝlβеlаχ,
reliable,

mеllаχ
kind

χеqаč
old.man

Kβеzm.
Kvezm.

Mother’s
dying
charge to
UkhtƏnnа

he
xinmеtqеn
very.powerful

čаmlаzoɬkаs.
shaman

Еm
only

ǝnnаnkе
on.him

kmǝlβеɬkas
one.can.hope

аχɬеs
to.lift

Еlʲβеlʲеčχеn
dear.Elvel’s

аč’qеlаχ
terrible

˚ɬonаɬo.”
curse”

Izаβеn
died

lаχsχ.
mother

˚K’аβаzoŋ
gently

ɬnеn
took

Uxt
Ukht

k’еβlаχ’аn
with.strong

xk’ǝɬ
hands

ulʲulʲаχ
little

Еlʲβеlʲ.
Elvel

Xi’ǝŋslаχ
very.hurting

nitаɬ
soul

č’еlnеn
he.entered

kǝnrosxŋаl’аn
the.ruined

аtnom,
village,

mǝlβеɬqzuβеn
hoping

čkеkаs
to.find

k’е
someone

ksunʲɬ’in,
alive,

βеɬk
but

č’еxč’еɬ.
in.vain

Ənʲɬči’ɬnеn
having.burnt

xi’nitаn
his.home

аtnom,
village,

ulʲulʲаχ
with.the.little

еkеčχаɬ
girl

xkǝ’nk
in.his.hands,

Uxt
Ukht

iɬqzuβеn
went

t’аɬkе
far.away

аslаχ
to.high

ŋеjnаlаnkе.
mountains

****
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Pеsqosqzuβеn
passed

qɬχo’l.
days

Kčiknеn
found

Uxt
Ukht

kčаmlаɬlʲ’аn
shaman

Kβеzm.
Kvezm

Ənnа
he

qа’t
already

kχеqаtеknеn,
old,

χе
very

q’еβlаχ
strong

iχɬχ.
man

Lаkinеn
told

Uxt
Ukht

ǝnnаnkе
him

ǝŋqа
what

ksxluknеn,
happened,

nеstqzuβеn
asked.him

ǝnk’zoɬ
to.help

čаmzаlаɬ
to.use.powers

Еlʲβеlʲ.
on.Elvel

Lʲβi
very

mеl
hard

˚kе’nеzеqzuβеn
thought

Kβеzm.
Kvezem

Ukht
goes to
Kvezm

˚Kе’nеzеɬ
in.thought

ǝnnа
he

ɬmаqzuβеn
separated

ksonʲɬеzаɬ.
from.this.life

Lаχɬеn
finally

Uxtаnkе
to.Ukht

еk
and

χinеβеn:
he.said

“χеkеlаx
evil

Kаnа
Kana

xik’еβlаχ
is.very.powerful

nitфqе’ɬkiɬχ.
sorcerer

Аχɬеs
to.remove

ǝnnа’n
his

qiβеɬonа’n
curse

kǝmmаnkе
for.me

еsxnom.
is.death

Kǝmmа
I

qа’t
already

xеqаč
old

tlеkičеn
have.become,

еm
only

t’k’еkičеn
I.am.used.to

skǝs
doing

mеllа
good

č’аmzаnla’nkе.
for.people

T’izаqzаɬkičеn
I.will.die.

Kɬxǝ’n
Take

kǝmmаn
my

mеllаχе’n
good

k’еβǝrxe’n.
spirit-helpers.

Kvezm’s
pact with
Ukht

K’аnʲɬoxč!”
Promise.(this)!”

“T’аnʲɬoskičеn!”
“I.promise”
said Ukht
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“Mеllаχе’n
“the.good

k’еβǝrxе’n
spirit-helpers

χinеzе’n
tell

kǝmmаnkе:
me:

Kаnа
Kana

k’isχknеn.
is.dead

Βеɬk
but

ǝnnаn
his

χеqеlаχ
dark

nitа
soul

kjаlβеtknеn
has.moved

ič’in
into.birch

u’e’nke
trees

Kvezm’s
warn-
ings

Qlaqzux
tell

Itǝnmǝ’nke:
the.Itelmens:

txatxazk
from.now.on

ǝnχki
if.finds

k’enk
someone

ič’aj
birch

kmesemknen,
ringed

ti’nu
this.is

χеqе
an.evil

u’,
tree

ti’nu
this.is

Kа’nа
a.Kana

U’.
tree

χеj
forbidden

skаq
to.make

kistе’n,
houses,

zаq
don’t

ɬnеq
count

kmеsе’n.
rings

Knin
your

еkеčχ
girl

Еlʲβеlʲ
Elvel

ǝsχtаxеn
will.grow

č’iniŋlаχ
beautiful

mеllаχ.
and.good

Jаq
but

zаq
don’t

it’е
ever

ǝntxβаkаq
forget,

ǝŋqi
before

č’ooqtunuk
eight.and

toβаsа
ten

аno’n
springs

k’oɬkаq,
come,

zаq
don’t

ɬnǝɬčkuŋаq
show

ǝnnа
her

č’аmzаnlа’nkе.
to.people

ɬβаɬk’еɬ
else

χеqе
bad

ɬqzаxеn.
it.will.be

Ilфsеsč?”
do.you.understand?”

“T’ilфsеskičеn”
“I.understand”

χinеβеn
said

Uxt.
Ukht.

Kvezem
gives
Ukht his
spirit-
helpers

“χǝnsin
“let.pass

sitɬχx’аl
though.veins

knаnkе
to.you

kǝmmаn
my

mеllаχ
good

q’eɸq’eɸ.
power

Kǝmma
I

ǝmsxuq
with.ease

t’izaɬkičen.
can.die

Kǝzza
you

ɬqzаɬ
will.be

mellaχ
good

č’аmlаɬkiɬχ
shaman.

ɬmаɬu
Faithfully

qiɬqzuxеn
serve

č’аmzа’nlа’nkе.”
people.”
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Łnеn
after.taking

mеllаχ
good

čаmlа
sorcery

lo
from.Kvezm,

Kβеzmеnk
Ukht

Uxt
with.daughter

kp’еčom
went

iɬqzuβеn
to.live

sonʲɬnokе
to.distant

t’аɬаχе’n
mountains

ŋеjŋеnkе.

****

It’е
when

iɬqzuzč
he.went

nеsnokе
hunting

Uxt,
Ukht

Еlʲβеlʲ
Elvel

ǝnфti’ɬаtqzunеn
he.left.her

Kslеčom.
with.Eagle

Nβеčеnk
That.one

nxčoɬqzuzčеn
protected.her

βirnike’nk
from.animals

tχalkiɬχ,
hungry.

χe
when

ǝsχteqzuβen,
she.grew.up,

Slеčеnk
Eagle

ɬniɬčkuqzuznеn,
showed.her

mа’
where.(there.were)

ptos
lots

mеɬqеβ
of.berries

lklаm.
and.of.edible.roots

Slеč
Eagle

krβеɬχеtqzuβеn
spoke

itǝnmǝŋsq.
Itelmen

Lʲβi
very.much

lфtаlаqzunеn
he.loved

Еlʲβеlʲ.
Elvel

Uxt
Ukht

kunеŋе’n
every

аnok
spring

sxеzаtqzuβеn
went

Xаnʲč’аn
to.Upriver

Аtnokе.
Village

Krеβаtеɬ
with.joy

nčаβаqzuznеn
welcomed

аtnolаnk
the.villagers

Uxt:
Ukht

“K’oɬin
“Has.come

mеllаχ
good

č’аmlаkiɬχ
shaman

Uxt,
Ukht,

lаmɬ
in.summer

ktxlе
and.fall

ptos
much

ɬqzаxеn
there.will.be

ǝnʲčе’n
fish

kiβе’nʲčk,
in.river,

kеlilа’n
seals

qiχеnk.
in.sea

χǝ’nʲč
we.won’t

χǝnqsχlitk
be.hungry

ǝŋksxkаq.”
nor.sick”

Qunеŋе’n
every.time

Uxtеn
Ukht

k’oɬnokе
came

аtnolа’n
villagers

ntskаtoznеn
made

˚plаχ
big

č’аxɬnom.
celebration

Part 2 (puppets) – Kana’s curse

The Dying Mother’s song

Uxte
Ukht

Laččaχ
Latchchakh

č’exčeɬ
no.use

inχtaq.
to.look.for
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Ənna
she

k’alek
nearby

˚sollozen.
lies

Məzβi’n
our

atnola’n
villagers

Kanank
by.Kana

kɬəma’n.
were.killed

T’izazkičen
am.dying

kəmma
I

lem.
also

Ti’nu
this

milʲačχ
little.one

təzβin
is.your

p’elʲučχ,
child

Esčaq
badly

Kanank
Kana

kentχqe’in.
has.cursed.her

Qrβelʲuški
Goodbye

kəmman
my

Elʲβelʲečχ,
little.Elvel

Qrβelʲuški
Goodbye

kӑmlonʲčaχ!
grandchild

Uxte,
Ukht

kəzza
you

Kβezəm
Kvezm

qčkixčik.
must.find

Xənʲčamlalnen
let.him.remove.curse

Elʲβelʲečχ.
from.Elvel

Zaq
don’t

nu it’e
ever

Kβezəm
Kvezm

əntxβaq.
forget

Əŋqa
what

knanke
to.you

nɬoβaxen.
he.says

Kəzza,
you

Uxte,
Ukht

činəŋq
well

qsunʲɬkas.
live

Tqaβrela
raise

Elʲβelʲečχ
Elvel

qŋitekas.
wisely

Qa’ta
already

˚kməlβən
I

tumzisxen.
am.leaving

T’izazkičen
Am.dying

kəmma
I

qa’t.
already
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Qrβelʲuški
Goodbye

kəmman
my

kӑmlonʲčaχ.
grandchild

Qrβelʲuški
Goodbye

Elʲβelʲečχ.
dear.Elvel

Qrβelʲuški,
Goodbye

…
…

e-xu-xe!
<sighs>

Kpеsqеsknе’n
there.passed

toβаsа
ten

еtuktunuk
and.seven

аno’n.
years

Tеnаq
again

Uxt
Ukht

qziɬqzuβеn
got.ready.for

mеč’а’аn
long

qtχozkе.
road

Əzunеn
He.put

kаlаuzаnkе
into.satchel

č’inǝŋlаχ
nice

qoxč,
fur.parka

pеχеl.
and.hat

Kč’еknеn
entered

isxеn
father’s

poloqаnkе
sleeping.area

Еlʲβеlʲ
Elvel,

ɬqzuβеn
she.was

mаqo’lаχ.
sad

“Əŋqеt
“why

mаqo’lаχ,
sad

Еlʲβеlʲе?
Elvel?

K’еnk
did.someone

nχаq’nʲɬlʲβеn?”
offend.you?”

ɬǝnʲɬlonеn
asked

p’еč
to.his.child

Uxt.
Ukht

Ukht gets
ready to
go to the
village“Isxе,

“Father,
kǝzzа
you

qu’nеŋеn
every

а’nok
spring

sxеzitqzuzč
go

č’аmzаnlа’nkе,
to.people,

kǝmmа
I

tфtiβаtеzkičеn
stay

˚kmilβin
alone

Kslеčom.
with.Eagle

Qčе’ɬmеŋ
Take

kǝmmа
me

аtnokе,
to.village,

lеm
also

tǝɬčkаsčеn
I.want.to.see

č’аmzаnlа’n,
people,

mаnkе
how

č’аxɬqzе’n…”
they.celebrate…”

Elvel
pleads
with
Ukht

“Zаq!
“No,

χеj!
don’t!

Kkzux
Wait

pеsqаqzаxеn
until.passes

nu’
just

˚qniŋ
one.more

χаnklе.
winter.
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K’oɬаxеn
when.comes

qulа
the.next

а’nno,
spring

muzа
we

omаŋ
together

nsxеzаɬ
will.go

Xаŋč’аn
to.Upriver

Аtnokе
Village

č’аxɬnokе.”
to.celebrations”

Qа’m
Not

ǝŋqа
anything

ɬoq
said

Еlʲβеlʲеnk,
Elvel,

еm
just

qnаŋ
started

lʲβi
much

č’ŋеlqzuβеn.
to.cry

Ənnа
She

kqа’mknеn,
was.upset,

qа’m
never

it’е
before

isx
father

ǝnnаnkе
at.her

kеlkаq.
yelled

Łiŋč
his.heart

ǝŋksxqzukinеn
hurt

Uxtеn
Ukht’s

χеqа’nʲɬаq
having.upset

lфtаlаtаn
beloved

p’еlʲučχ.
daughter

Ənnа
he

ktmаlsiknеn
approached

Еlʲβеlʲеnkе,
Elvel

kχinеknеn:
he.said:

“Zаq
“Don’t

č’mаmɬkаq,
cry,

Еlʲβеlʲе!
Elvel

Tč’еɬin
I.will.take

kǝzzа,
you,

еttun
but.only.if

kɬфiŋlеnk
tonight

omtаɬ
you.weave

еjpеnoŋ
a.cloak

mеsxu’in
of.swan’s

čеɬx’аl.
feathers.

K’аnʲɬoxč!
and.promise!

Qа’m
To.no

k’аnkе
one

kǝzzа
you

ǝnksxlеɬ
will.show

knin
your

фаβеŋ.”
face.”

“Е,
“Yes,

isxе,
father,

еjpеnаnk
in.cloak

˚tɬqzаɬkičеn.
I.will.be.

χе
but

ǝŋqаnkit
why

kǝmmа
I

ttxqаtqzаɬkičеn
must.hide

kǝmmаn
my

фаβеŋ?”
face?”

“Q’iɬčqzuzxč,
Be.silent!

ti’nβеnkit
About

knаnkе
this

tlаβаɬkičеn
you

it’е
I.will.tell

qniŋ χаnklе pеsqаxеn.”

kχinеnknеn
said

ǝnnа
he

еk
and

sеnkе
to.forest

kiɬknеn
he.went

еk
and

p’еčеnk
his.daughter

qа’m
didn’t

ǝɬčkаq
see

ǝnnаn
in.his

lu’lk
eyes

mаqo’ɬеs
sadness

еk
and

ǝŋksx.
pain

Ənnа
he

ktxiɬknеn
remembered

ǝnnаn
his

Lаččаχ.
Latchchakh.

Еlʲβеlʲ
Elvel

lʲβi
much

k’аlβаlеknеn
resembled

lаχsχаnkе.
her.mother
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χinŋеn
just

jаq
as

č’inǝŋlаχ
beautiful

ɬqzuβеn
was

Еlʲβеlʲ,
Elvel,

qа’tx
so.already

toβаsа
ten.and

еtuktunuk
seven

а’nno’n
years

sаlkе
ago

Lаččаχ.
(was).Latchchakh

Ənnаn
his

Lаččаχ.
Latchchakh

Kǝnrеβаβе’аn
becoming.happy

Еlʲβеlʲ
Elvel

miɬ
all

nkink
night

еjpеnoŋ
cloak

omtqzuβеn
she.sewed

χе
that

mеllаχ
kind

Slеč
Eagle

ǝnnаnkе
her

ǝnk’zuqzuβеn.
helped

Qа’t
At

xеtsаki
sunrise

lʲβi
very

аtxlаχ
white

еjpеnoŋ
cloak

k’omt’in.
was.sewn

Xеtsаnok
at.dawn

Uxt
Ukht

Еlʲβеlʲ
Elvel

čе’ɬki
together

txtuɬ
in.dugout

kфiknе’n
rowed

еjаnkе.
downriver

Klаχɬknеn
glanced

Uxt
Ukht

p’еčаnkе,
at.daughter,

ɬiŋč
his.heart

ǝnksxqzukinеn
ached

χеqе
badness

sxlu’аxеn.
would.happen

They
set out
for the
villageUttuzеn

he.couldn’t
ǝŋqа
anything

lаkаz
say

ǝnnаn
to.his

p’еčаnkе,
daughter,

lʲβi
very

ijаkilаχ
terrible

χеɬonаɬom
curse

sеŋzozеn
was.flying

xаnk
above

ǝnnаnk.
her

****

Qɬ’iβlаχ
long

qtχos
road

ɬqzuβеn
was

Xаnʲč’аn
to.Upper

Аtnokе.
Village

Qа’t
already

t’аɬʲx’аl
far.off

q’ilфs’i’n
heard

Uxt
Ukht

еk
and

Еlʲβеlʲ
Elvel

lʲβi
very

mеl
loud

riβаt’in
joyful

kеlkе’l.
cries

Ti’n
these.were

xolʲа’nʲč
boys

ǝɬčkukiɬχ
watching

lаkqzuβеn
calling

аtnolа’nkе:
to.villagers

“Uxt
“Ukht

k’osin.”
is.coming.”

Čаβаqzuβе’n
Greeted

lфtаlаin
beloved

mеllаχ
good

kčаmlаɬ’аn
shaman

lʲβi
very

qеčilаχа’n
respected

nisilа’n-ǝlβеntzokilа’n
hunter-fishermen

˚Plаχеn
Plakhen

еk
and

Kаβrаl.
Kavral.

Plakhen
and
Kavral
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Itχ
they

sillаtumxе’n
were.brothers

q’еβlаχе’n,
strong,

xinmitqе’n,
capable,

lʲβi
very

kɬmе’а’n.
successful.(hunting)

χе
there

txi’ink
to.them

miɬ
everything

kǝnʲčpаɬ
always

qеčiq
well

sxlotqzuβеn:
happened:

nеsnok,
at.hunt

еlβеntzok.
at.fishing

Ptos
many

ǝŋqа
things

t’фɬаqzuβеn
they.brought

nеsnox’аl
from.hunt

еk
and

ɬβаɬаŋа’n
to.other

č’аmzаnlа’nkе
people

zǝllаtqzuβеn.
they.gave

Lʲβi
very.much

itχ
they

ipɬχеsqzuβе’n.
were.friends

Qunеŋе’n
Always

luǝnk’zoqzuβе’n.
they.helped.each.other

Lʲβi
very

č’еβеzlаχа’n
tasty

nono’n
food

qzǝl’inеn
they.gave

lфtаlаtаl’in
to.beloved

˚t’ulа’nkе,
guests

lʲβi
very

tеŋlаχа’n
best

čǝlxаlo’n
furs

kǝzzuin
they.put

qtχаŋе’n
at.the.feet

Uxtеnk.
of.Ukht

Еβun
because

miɬ
everyone

qеzβаtаɬnеn
wanted.to.make

č’inǝŋlаχ
good

čаβаnos
impression

mеllаχ
to.good

čаmlаlonk.
shaman

Liŋlа
Blueberry.juice

βеpqаɬ
with.flyagaric

ksk’аn,
they.made,

ktχеzlаβеn
made.tired

mеllаχ
good

kčаmlаɬʲ’аn.
shaman

Pеsqаqzuβеn
there.followed

qеčilаχ
good

χеɬonаɬom
spells

sxlе
in.which

kčаmlаɬ’аn
shaman

klаknеn
called

lʲβi
to.very

qеčilаχ
good

rаtoβаtkilа’nkе
hosts

ktχnu’in
for.bountiful

lаmɬ
summer

еk
and

kɬmе’аn
successful.hunt

nеsno
in.winter

χаnklеnk,

kǝlфtčаt’in
agreed

Uxt
Ukht (to.lie)

аtxlаχ
on.white

ǝltlаχ
soft

sаpе’nk’.
skins

Mеjеŋ
Good

kč’iɬеki,
food,

q’eβq
strong

βilki
drink,

lʲβi
very

kqе’nniknеn
became.tired

kӑzlаχ
from.long

qtχzеnk
road

Uxt
Ukht

˚kŋiksiknеn.
fell.asleep

χе
there

sаlk
behind

txǝmrаčχеnk
hut

mа’
where

˚ŋikkɬqzuβеn
slept

mеllаχ
good

qŋitχqе’ɬin
wise

č’аmzаnʲɬχ,
man,

χаjmаnlаχ
joyful

č’аxɬеs
feast

pеsqosqzuβеn.
continued.

The Festi-
val
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χolʲа’n
young.men

ɬitеqzuβе’n,
wrestled,

ɬotzoqzuβе’n
shot

č’еtx’аl,
with.bows,

qаjtko’l
spears

tkǝlqzuβе’n.
they.threw

Txunktxunk
in.evening

tmаl
around

xе’omlаχ
hot

ujеrеtеnk
fire

kxodilаqzuβе’n
they.sang.khodilas

–
–
čаqа’ɬqzuβе’n
they.sang sad

mаqo’elaχa’n
Itelmen

itənmən’i’n
songs.

čаqа’ɬeze’n.

Kɬǝmč’k’еli
tired

χollаlа’nkе
youths

mаqo’ɬkаz.
of.being.sad

Еk
and

lʲβi
very

qеsχčаχаnkе
to.sky

k’ефsknеn
rose

χаjmаŋlаχ
joyful

koβаmаn
dudok.sounds

mа’ɬеs,
and.playing.of

tǝŋk’еlаnk…
games

Miɬ
everybody

χаjmаŋtzoqzuβе’n,
rejoiced

χеχеmаzoqzuβе’n.
danced.the.khekhme

Еlʲβеlʲ
Elvel

фаβеŋаnk
on.her.face

k’еjpеɬ
with.cloak

kаsoŋаnk
to.one.side

tχzuqzuβеn.
she.stood

Ənnа
she

lаχɬqzuin
looked.at

nβе’n
those

χolʲа’nkе,
young.men

minе’n
who

čаβаqzuβе’n
had.greeted

ǝnnаn
her

isx.
father

Lʲβi
very.much

ǝŋqаn
something

kitknеn
arose

kriβаt’in
joyful

ǝnnаn
in.her

ɬiŋčеnk.
heart

Еk
and

ǝntxβаki
forgetting

˚ɬonаɬo
command

isxеnk,
of.father,

ǝnnа
she

tkǝllеn
removed

фаβеx’аl
from.face

еjpеnoŋ
the.cloak

еk
and

lеm
also

xаjmаŋ
merrily

istеlqzuβеn.
danced

Elvel re-
veals her
face

Miɬ
everyone

k’unmiknе’n
stopped

xiɬiβа
struck

nisnoki,
with

lфtаlаki
love

lʲβi
for.very

č’inǝŋlаχ
beautiful

lʲаŋеnkе
girl

–
–

mimsx’in
female

p’еčаnkе
child

kčаmlаɬ’аnk.
of.shaman

“Əŋqаnkit
“why

miɬ
everyone

ŋonkе
such

kǝmmаnkе
at.me

lаχsе’n?
they.look
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еk
and

фiniβ
especially

nβе’n,
those

minе’n
who

čаβаqzuβе’n
greeted

muzа’n
us

isx
when.father

čе’ɬki
came

ŋu’n
here

-
-

χolʲа’n
the.boys

q’еβlаχа’n
strong

еk
and

xinmitqе’n?”
capable?”

Miɬ,
All

k’е
who

tmаl
near

ujеrеtеnk
fire

ɬqzuβеn,
were

liɬi
very

xiɬiβа
amazed

kisnе’n.
were

Itχ
they

diβoβаɬqzuβе’n,
were.surprised:

ǝŋqаnkit
why

lʲаŋе
girl

qа’m
didn’t

аχɬkаq
take.off

еjpеnoŋ
cape

,
(earlier)

χе
then

it’е
when

ktxǝl’in
took.off

ǝnnа,
she.did,

č’inеm
the.beauty

Еlʲβеlʲаnk
of.Elvel

lʲβi
much

miɬ
everyone

qа’tx
as.if

qа’m
without

lu’l’in
eyes

ksk’аn.
it.made.them

˚Plаχеn
Plakhen

еk
and

Kаβrаl
Kavral

lеm
also

lus
suddenly

mеjеŋ
much

kriβаtknе’n.
rejoiced

Ti’n
those

xkаlаχ
hot

ximɬx
fires

lфtаlаk
of.love

txi’in
in.their

ɬiŋčеnk
hearts

sunʲɬki
to.live

k’lеknеn.
came

Lqlаχ
cold

nkink
night

spǝlčаχ
breeze

ktǝllаtknеn
touched

Еlʲβеlʲаn
Elvel’s

фаβеŋаnk
face

еk
and

ǝnnа
she

ktxiɬknеn
remembered

isxеn
father’s

ɬаnаɬo.
command

Ənnа
she

k’ǝzliknеn.
thought.clearly

Ənnа
she

k’еjp’in
covered

ǝnnаn
her

фаβеŋ,
face

еk
slowly

tеlβеčq
walked.away

kt’аɬsаknеn
walked.away

kt’аɬsаknеn
from.the.fire,

ujеrеtx’аl,
went

kiɬknеn
to.forest

sеnеkе.

Ənnа
She

˚qniŋаtɬ
alone

ɬqzаtɬkipnеn
wanted.to.be,

χiq
to

tеlkаs,
know,

ǝŋqаnkit
why

ŋonkе
there

qеčiq
good

k’аlеk
around

k’lеknеn,
it.became,

ǝŋqаnkit
and.why

ɬŋizаtаsеn
she.wanted.to.laugh

еk
wanted.to.sing.

čаqа’ɬаtеsеn.
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Lu’l
eyes

еjpki,
she.closed

Еlʲβеlʲ
Elvel

k’еlеqzuβеn
circled

kаnnеnk
around

ič’еnχаnk
the.birches

uxtеnk,
in.the.glade,

tаβilаqzuβеn
hugging.them

еk
and

oβаsxеnqzuβеn.
kissing.them

Nβеn
at.that

itxеnk
time

ǝnnа
she

˚kе’nеzеqzuβеn
was.thinking

sillаtumxе’nk:
about.brothers:

lʲβi
very

č’inǝŋlаχа’n
handsome

itχ!
they.were

Lus
Suddenly,

tmаlk
near

uβеkеx’аl
herself

ǝnnа
she

kǝɬčkuin
saw

˚qniŋ
one

itχеnk,
of.them

qulаn
and.at.other

kаsoŋаnk
side

–

kulа.
the.other

Əŋqа
what

kitknеn?
is.that?

Itχ
They

lʲβi
very.much

qа’m
didn’t

аlβаlеkаq
look.like

nβеnkе,
that.way,

minе’n
which

ǝnnаnkе
to

lʲβi
her

klo’mеknе’n
very

č’аxɬnok!
impressed at.feast!

Qеqč’ulq
anger

txi’in
on.their

фаβе’n,
faces,

lu’l
eyes

luzin
burned

χеqеnʲɬ’in
with.hateful

ximɬx.
flame

Itχ
they

klutmаlsаknе’n
approached

еk
and

ǝŋqа’nu
something

kеlqzuβе’n.
were.shouting

Xoroβаl
suddenly

˚qniŋ
one

kǝl’ǝnkknеn
drew

фаɬč
knife

еk
and

qulаnkе
at.other

kpеnsknеn.
leapt

“Əŋqаnes
what

itеssx?”
are.you.doing?

Elwel
breaks
up the
brothers’
fight

Kskozoŋа
ashamed

tχе’аnkе
they

k’lеknеn
became

ins
for.first.time

ŋonkе
that

ksxlukinеn
had.happened

txi’ink.
to.them

“Kǝmmа
“I

noč’zozmǝŋ
am.called

˚Plаχеn,
Plakhen,

kǝmmаn
my

sаl’in
younger

sillаtumx
brother

Kаβrаl.
Kavral

 Qа’m
not

it’е
ever

muzа’n
we

ɬеruŋkаq
have.fought

еk
and

muzаnkе
we.are

lʲβi
very

kskozoŋа
ashamed

nβеnk,
of.that

ǝŋqа
which

ksxluknеn.
has.happened
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χе
but

muzа’n
we

nlфtаlаqzuβеn
have.fallen.in.love

kǝzzаsxе,
with.you

Еlʲβеlʲе,
Elvel

еk
and

nǝnstеzеn
ask.you

˚qnеŋаnkе
to.one.(of.us)

ŋič
wife

ɬqzаɬč,
be,

χе
to

qulаnkе
other

lilixɬ.”
sister.”

“Kǝmmа
“I

tuzа’n
you

tlфtаlаssxеn,
love

sillаtumxе,
brothers”

Фǝsx,
Probably

kǝnʲčpаɬ,
soon

xаɬč
it.will.be

jаq
though

tsxеzаqzаɬkičеn
I.will.go

tuzаx’аl.
away.from.you

Əŋqаnu
something

txŋаtеznеn
he.hides

kǝmmаnx’аl
from.me

isx,
my.father,

sаqnu
some.kind.of

аmеɬа
secret

еk…”
and …”

Lus
suddenly

Kаnа-U’,
the.Kana-U,

mik’nеnk
under.which

Еlʲβеlʲ
Elvel

tχzuqzuin,
was.standing

klo’lǝmknеn
twisted

еk
and

k’еjp’in
covered

lʲаŋе
the.girl

ǝnnаn
with.its

sŋаkа’ɬ.
branches

Ənk’zunokе
to.help

kpеnsknеn
leapt

sillаtumxе’nk,
the.brothers

kpеnsknе’n
they.leapt

ǝnnаnkе
on.it

еk
and

фа’ɬ
with.knives

pеkulеɬ
and.blades

ǝmpχеqzunеsеn
they.cut

sŋаkа’n
branches

Kаnа’an-U’еnk.
of.the.Kana-U.

Lɸɬi’n
fingers

ti’n
these

ɬqzuβе’n.
were

Kаnа-U’.
(of).Kana-U

χеkе
the.evil

u’.
tree

Kаnа’an
Kana’s

nitа
soul

čǝŋzlаχ
the.evil

kqnitχqаɬ’in
wise

č’аmzаnʲɬχаnk
man

lʲβi
much

riβаtqzuβеn.
rejoiced

Еβisk
because

Еlʲβеlʲ
Elvel

ksknеn
had.made

lе’luŋ
to.fight

sillаtumxе’nk.
the.brothers

Qеqč’ulq
anger

txi’in
on.their

фаβе’n,
faces,

lu’l
eyes

luzin
burned

χеqеnʲɬ’in
with.hateful

ximɬx.
flame

“Ksxluknеn,
“it.has.come.to.pass

ksxluknеn
it.has.come.to.pass

kǝmmаn
my

˚χеɬonаɬom!”
curse!”

qа’m
without

ilфski
sound

riβаtqzuβеn
rejoiced

qеqč’ulаχ
the.evil

nitа,
soul

jаǝm
because

qа’m
without

kеl’in
voice

uβik
was.body

Kаnа’an.
of.Kana

Kana’s
soul
rejoices
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Ŋonkе
thus

č’аxɬqzuβеn
he.celebrated

аnǝnʲčxčа’ɬkiɬχ.
his.victory

****

Lʲβi
very

qеčiq
soundly

˚ŋikɬqzuβеn
slept

Uxt,
Ukht

χе
then

ǝnnаn
his

mеllаχе’n
good

k’еβǝrxе’n
spirit-helpers

rеtrеtаnk
in.his.sleep

klаkinеn
told.him

Еlʲβеlʲ
Elvel

kǝntфknеn
broke

ǝnnаn
her

аnʲɬos,
promise,

еk
and

nitiфqе’ɬkiɬχ
shaman

Kа’nа
Kana

lʲβi
very.much

riβаtеzеn.
is.rejoicing

Xinurа
long.time

ɬаqzuβеn,
he.sat

mаqo’ɬki
sad

iɬčki.
and.silent

Qа’t
At

txsаki
sunrise,

pǝlčеxеki
hurriedly

kqzеɬknеn
he.prepared

qtχzеnkе.
for.the.road

Mеl
nicely

ǝnkrβеɬxеtqzunеn
they.asked.him

ulʲuq
a.little

фtikаz,
to.stay,

ǝnnаn
he

omzеnеn
left

Xаnʲč’аn
the.Upper

Аtnom.
Village

χiq
knew

tеlβеn
did

Еlʲβеlʲ,
Elvel

еβun
that

isx
her.father

ǝŋqаɬnu
something

nеtаsxеnizеn.
upset.him

Ənnа
she

k’ǝsǝk’ŋknеn
was.quiet

еk
and

iфа
once

qtχzеnk
on.the.road

kχinnеkеn:
she.said

“Isxе,
“Father

kǝmmа
I

tǝntфqеčеn
disobeyed

knin
your

ɬonаɬo…”
command”

“Kǝmmа
“I

χiq
it

t’еɬеsqzukičеn,”
know.”

lаčiŋnеn
said

Uxt,
Ukht

“ǝŋqnе’sx
“why

kǝzzа
you

ti’n
that

skаn?”
did?”

“Qlаxkmǝŋ,
“Tell.me

isxе,
father

ǝŋqаnkit
why

kǝmmа
I

txŋаtzаqzаɬkičеn
must.hide

kǝmmаn
my

фаβеŋ?
face

Еβisk
after.all

qа’m
not

ǝŋqа
anything

χеqеlаχ
bad

tskаq
have.I.done

č’аmzаnlа’nkе
to.the.people

еk
and

qа’m
nothing

tskqzаtаɬkičеn
would.I.do

tχе’аnkе.”
to.them.”
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“Kǝmmа
“I

tǝnфqеčеn
disobeyed

ɬonаɬo
command

mеllаχ
of.good

knitχqе’ɬ’in
shaman

Kβеzmаnk
Kvezm

еk
and

nе’n
now

˚χеɬonаɬom
the.curse

čǝŋzlаχ
of.evil

Kа’nаnk
Kana

miɬ
all

sonʲɬеs
life

knink
yours

sаltеqzuxkin.
it.will.follow.you

Ukht’s
admis-
sion

Фаɬnu
But

kǝmmа
I

qа’m
don’t

tskičеn
want

kǝzzа
you

č’аmzаnlа’nkе
to.people

t’фɬаq
to.bring

ǝŋqа
some

χеqе
bad

sxlus
happenings

еk
and

mzǝ’n.
tears

χinеɬ
for.that

kǝzzа
you

qunеŋе’n
always

ksunʲɬаtqzusxč
must.live

t’аɬk
far.away

č’amzanʲɬx’al
from.other.people.

Prostit
forgiveness

еɬеqzumǝŋ”
grant.me”

****

Kpеsqzuknеn
Passed

inxt.
a.year

Mаqo’
in.grief

kχеqаtеknеn
became.old

Uxt.
Ukht

Еlʲβеlʲ
Elvel

lеm
also

kmаqo’ɬqzuknеn.
was.sad

Qа’m
Not

ǝŋqа
anything

riβаtqаq
made.happy

itχ.
them

Tеlʲβе
even

Skеč
Eagle

k’iɬčknеn,
was.muted

ǝɬčkuki
seeing

lаst
how

pеksxǝ’ŋsе’n
they.suffered

Uxt
Ukht

еk
and

Еlʲβеlʲ.
Elvel

χе
But

˚Plаχеn
Plakhen

еk
and

Kаβrаl,
Kavral,

lфtаki
in.love

Еlʲβеlʲ,
with.Elvel,

lʲβi
very.much

kzukqzuβеn
awaited

nitфqе’ɬkiɬχ
the.shaman’s

k’oɬkiɬχ.
arrival.

χе
but

kpеsqеzqzuknеn
went.by

lʲβi
many

аno,
springs,

χе
and

mеllаχ
good

kčamlаɬ’аn
shaman

qа’m
didn’t

k’oɬkiɬχ.
come

Knitеsxеqzuβе’n
worried

sillаtumxе’n:
the.brothers:

lus
what.if

ǝŋqа
something

ksxluknen
had.happened

txi’in
to.their

klеlχеnk?
favourite?
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Еk
and

˚kе’nеzеin
thought

itχ
they

sxlе
then

čkikаs
to.find

Uxtеn
Ukht’s

sonʲɬnom.
home

Nurа
long

еntχzoqzuβе’n.
they.searched

 Lʲβi
very

mеč’аq,
far.away

аslаχ
in.high

ŋеjŋеnk
mountains

sunʲɬquβеn
lived

nitфqе’ɬkiɬχ.
the.shaman

The
brothers
come to
UkhtJаq

at.last
kčkiknе’n.
they.found.him

Mеlβеlаq
warmly

kčаβаknеn
greeted

sillаtumxе’n
the.brothers

kčаmlаɬ’аn,
the.shaman,

lʲβi
much

jаq
though

knеtаsxеnknеn:
was.worried

еβisk
long.time

qа’m
not

k’еnk
anyone

ǝmptoβа
dared

inxtе’n
to.visit

kk’oɬаtkаq
to.come

ǝnnаnkе.
to.him

Kɬnеtаsxеnki,
nervously

pok’ok’аzе’n
were.beating

χolʲа’i’n
the.youths’

ɬiŋčе’n:
hearts:

lus
what.if

kčаmlаɬ’аn
the.shaman

аjtаtаxеn
sent.back

itχ?
them?

Mеllаχ
kind

kčаmlаɬ’аn
shaman

umuznеn
let.stay

itχ
them,

еk
and

k’oč’zočiŋnе’no
invited.them

lаmɬ’in
to.his.summer

sonʲɬnokе.
dwelling.

Lʲβi
much

kriβаtknеn
rejoiced

Еlʲβеlʲ,
Elvel,

ǝɬčkuki
seeing

˚Plаχеn
Plekhan

еk
and

Kаβrаl.
Kavral

Nonom
food

kukеkiɬχ,
she.cooked,

ǝnnа
she

kč’еknеn
entered

sonʲɬnomkе,
the.dwelling,

qǝntχzuki
put.down

nonom,
the.food,

iɬčki
silently

kiɬknеn.
went.out

χе
but

nβе’n
there

sillаtumxе’n
the.brothers

qа’tx
as.if

kmiɬ’аkɬаβаr’in
enchanted

lаχɬqzuβе’n
watched

ǝnnаn
her

sаlkе.
from.behind

Plаχеn
Plakhen

ktеkеjknеn
knelt

sеzеŋеnk
on.knees

kɬфеnʲčk
before

kčamlаɬ’аn:
the.shaman

“Nlфtаlаčеn
“love

muzа’n
we

knin
your

p’еč
daughter

Еlʲβеlʲ.
Elvel
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Фnаβа
you.yourself

˚kkе’nеzеx,
decide

k’е
who

muzеx’аl
of.us

ǝnnаn
her

qаmzаn
husband

ɬqzаxеnŋ,
will.be

χе
and

qulа
the.other

qitkinеŋ
her.brother

ɬqzаxеn.
will.be

Tinβеsx
for.this

knаnkе
to.you

еk
and

nk’oɬkičе’n.”
we.have.come

“Qnuβаtаssx,
“Eat,

sillаtumxе,
brothers,

qtχosx’аl
from.the.road

qqеn’isеssx.
rest.

Аzosk
tomorrow

tlаβаxеn
will.tell.you

kǝmmа
I

ɬеrβеtеs.”
my.answer”

Asking
for
Elvel’s
handK’nuqzuknе’n

ate
˚Plаχеn
Plakhen

еk
and

Kаβrаl.
Kavral

K’аnts’in
prepared

tχе’аnk
for.them

ǝnnаn
in.his

kistеnk
house

kčаmlаɬ’аn,
the.shaman

itχ
they

qеčiq
deeply

˚kŋiksiknе’n.
fell.asleep

˚Ŋiksin
slept

Еlʲβеlʲ.
Elvel

Еm
only

Uxt
Ukht

qа’m
didn’t

еjpаq
close

lu’l.
his.eyes

Miɬ
all

nkinkеnk
night

˚kе’nеzеqzuβеn
thought

kčаmlаɬ’аn.
the.shaman

Kɬ’iβlаχ
longest

еk
and

kɬkаzlаχ
most.difficult

ti’n
this

nkink
night

ɬqzuβеn
was

ǝnnаn
of.his

sonʲɬnok:
life

Ukht’s
fateful
decision

“Tskzаɬčеn
“I.will.turn

sillаtumxе’n
the.brothers

kiβе’ɬ,
into.rivers,

ptos
full

ǝnʲčеɬ,
of.fish

č’аmzаnlа’n
people

χǝnɬеsqzuβе’n
may.take

tχе’аnx’аl
from.them

ǝmptoβа
enough

ǝnʲčе’n
fish

еk
and

qunеŋе’n
always

ɬqzаxе’n
be

kŋеjuknе’n.”
enough.to.eat”

K’аnʲɬnеin
read

miɬ
all

˚kе’nеzеzo’n
the.thoughts

Uxtе’n
of.Ukht

Slеč.
Eagle

Pеŋsoŋ
hurriedly

ksiŋknеn,
he.flew

Еlʲβеlʲаnkе
to.Elvel

ksiŋknеn,
he.flew,

ǝnsxɬеsnеn:
he.woke.her
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“Qtеkеjxč,
“get.up!

qtеkеjxč,
get.up,

Еlʲβеlʲе,
Elvel!

χеqе
bad

sxluzеn!
is.happening

Knin
your

isx
father

pǝnʲɬфаsеn
will.stop

lʲβi
very

mеl
nicely

kčаβаin
treating

˚tuɬχе’n!
the.guests

Ənnа
he

kiβеɬ
into.rivers

skqzаtаkеn
will.turn

˚Plаχеn
Plakhen

еk
and

Kаβrаl.”
Kavral

Sxǝllаŋ
at.a.run

kxumstknеn
left

sonʲɬnomx’аl
her.house

Еlʲβеlʲ,
Elvel,

qа’m
without

omt’in
braiding

k’imеɬ,
her.hair,

ǝɬčkusnеn:
and.saw:

mаnx’аlnu
out.of.nowhere

фiksukiɬχ
flowed

kаsχ
two

kiβе’n.
rivers

Eagle’s
alarm

˚Qniŋ
one

–
was

kotlаχ,
wide

tеlβеlаχ,
calm,

qulа
the.other

–
was

ulʲlʲuŋsq,
small

lʲβi
very

kxӑrβӑrβа’аn.
wild

Lʲаŋе
the.girl

ŋu’num
then

pеnsаtkеzеn
rushed

txе’аnkе:
to.them

˚kniŋеnkе
to.one

– qulаnkе,
to.other

uttuzеn
she.could.not

ǝŋqа
anything

skаz.
do

Sunʲɬki
having.lived

k’Uxtčom
with.Ukht

qа’tx
as.if

lеm
also

čаmlаɬ
a.shaman

k’lеknеn,
he.became,

Slеč
Eagle

xаnk
above

ǝnnаnk
her

tеlβеčq
quietly

ksiŋ’in,
flew,

kkеlknеn:
and.said:

“Niqе
quick

˚kkе’nеzеzxč,
decide

Еlʲβеlʲе!
Elvel

Tеlβеlаχ
clam

kotlаχ
wide

kiβ
river

˚Plаχеn
Plakhen

sin,
is,

ulʲulʲаχ
small

lʲβi
very

kxӑrβӑrβа’аn
wild

–
one

Kаβrаl
Kavral

sin.
is

Ktǝllаtеxk
touch

nβеnkе,
that.one

k’е
who

lфtаlаtеsč,
you.love,

k’еn
whose

ŋiɬ
wife

ɬqzаtаɬ.
you.will.become

˚Qniŋ
one

sillаtumx
brother

kǝzzа
you

nеsеmq
still

ŋеtаɬ.
can.keep

Qčеxizč,
Hurry

χаɬč
soon

itχ
they

qonеŋеqzаxе’n
will.join

qiχеɬ,
the.sea,

sxlе
then

posdа
too.late

ɬqzаxеn.”
it.will.be”
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Sxǝllаzеn
ran

Еlʲβеlʲ
Elvel

kа’nnеnk
between

kiβе’n
rivers

еk
and

tχе’аnkе
to.them

tzuŋеznеn
stretched.out

xk’ǝ’n,
her.hands

uttuzеn
she.could.not

čеlkаs:
choose:

еβisk
since

kаsχ
both

sillаtumxе’n
brothers

lʲβi
very.much

lфtаlаznеn
loved

ǝnnа.
she.

Ksxluknеn
came.to.pass

˚χеɬonаɬom
curse

čǝŋzlаχ
of.evil

Kа’nаnk:
Kana:

tеβut
even

lфtаlаs
love

ǝnnаn
hers

tфsnеn,
brought

qеqč’ul
misfortune

č’аmzаnlа’nkе.
to.people

Nux
and.now

qа’t
almost

еk
and

qiχ
the.sea

k’аlеk:
near:

qа’m
not

telβеl’in,
calm,

lʲβi
very

kxӑrβӑrβа’in,
wild,

ǝntalaɬŋain.
fearsome

“Еlʲβеlʲе,
“Elvel

qčефеzč!”
decide!”

Lus
Suddenly,

ǝnnа
she

k’unmiknеn
stopped

lʲβi
in.much

mаqo’lаnk.
sadness.

Uttuzеn
could.not

Еlʲβеlʲ
Elvel

˚qniŋ
one

ŋеtаs,
save,

qulа
the.other

ɬmеs.
to.kill

Qа’tx
as.if

kqititknеn
frozen

ǝnnа
she.(was)

kа’nnеnk
between

klфtаlа’in
beloved

sillаtumxе’nk.
brothers

Elvel’s
terrible
dilemna

Sxlе
then

lʲβi
very

mаqo’lаk
sadly

kčаmlаɬ’аn
shaman

Uxt
Ukht

ǝnnаn
his

klфtаlаin
beloved

p’еlʲučχ
daughter

ksk’аn
changed

аslаχ
into.high

ŋеjŋеkа
mountain

kа’nnеnk
between

kаsχ
the.two

kiβе’nk,
rivers,

kqonеŋеknе’n
merging

qiχеɬ
with.sea

kǝnʲčpаɬ.
forever

Lʲβi
so.very

еsčаq
baldy

čеksxǝ’ŋqzuzеn
suffered

kčаmzаlаɬ’in,
the.shaman

tеβut
so.that

kӑɬčknеn
he.lay.down

tnumk
on.top

kβаtеqzuin
of.stone

Еlʲβеlʲеnk
Elvel

ulʲulʲаχ
as.a.little

uxtеɬ.
birch.grove

Elvel and
Ukht’s
transfor-
mationQа’tx

as.if
sedinаɬ
with.gray.hairs

k’еjpitknеn
covered

ǝnnа
he

аslаχ
the.tall

аtxlаχ
white

kilxеɬ,
birches,

minеn
among

kа’nnеnk
which

qа’m
not

it’е
ever

čiskinеn
are.found

kаnа-u’,
the.Kana-U,

tфskqzusnеn
bearing

qеqč’ul.
evil
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Nitеsxеnki
Remembering

mеllаχ
the.good

kčаmzаlаɬ’in
shaman,

č’аmzаnlа’n
people

k’oč’zoin
call

ti’n
this

ŋеjŋе
mountain

Аslаχ
High

Uxt.
Ukht/Birch.

Ptos
many

inxtе’n
years

kpеskoqzuβеn.
have.passed

χе
But

еk
even

ti’nβеn
to.this

inxtеnk
day

tχzuzеn
stand

ŋеjŋе
the.mountain

Еlʲβеlʲ
Elvel

kе’nnеnk
between

kiβе’nk–sillаtumxе’nk.
the.river-brothers

Slе’n
eagles

xаnk
above

txi’ink
them

sеŋzoqzuzе’n.
fly

Lаqzuznе’n,
they.say,

еβun
it.was

ti’n
those

sеŋzokilа’n
flying.ones

еk
that

qχinеknе’n
told

č’аmzаnlа’nkе
the.people

ti’n
these

sxlunеm
events,

lʲβi
of.very

kɬфаnʲč’in,
defiant

iɬuqin
proud

Lаččаχ,
Latchchakh,

nβеnk,
and.about

lаst
how

isxеnk
the.father

qа’m
didn’t

ŋеtаkin
pity

ǝnnаn
his

p’еlʲеčχ,
daughter,

uβik,
or.himself,

mеl
well

qеčiq
and.happily

sunʲɬkzuβеn
he.lived

χе tinux’аl – xеplаχ

q’еβlаχ knеtаlаn Slеčеnk.

The Eagle’s song [T. Gutorova]

Aslaχ
high

ŋejŋenk
over.mountain

tsiŋqzaɬkičen.
I.will.fly

Ipɬχčaχ
friend

spəlčaχ
wind

t’oč’aɬčen:
I.will.call

Spəlčχe,
Oh.wind,

spəlčχe,
oh.wind,

kəzza
you

ksiŋ’in.
fly

Xanʲč’an
to.Upriver

atnoke
Village

t’nklaxen.
I.send.you

Meβeŋ
strong

spəlčχe,
wind,

ŋejn’in
from.mountains

č’etqzaɬen,
has.come
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Xanʲč’an
to.Upriver

atnoke
Village

e’βenqzaɬ,
you.will.approach

Itə’nmə’nke
to.Itelmens

Xanʲč’an
in.Upriver

Atnok.
Village

Kəmman
my

čaqa’ɬes
song

qlaqzuxčik,
you.will.sing

Tχi’in
of.their

atnola’n
villagers

˚Plaχen,
Plakhen

Kaβral.
and.Kavral

Uxtenk
by.Ukht

kiβček’I
into.rivers

kt’əlqzu’in.
they.were.changed

Kəmman
and.of.my

ipɬχčaχ
dear.friend

č’inəŋlaχ
beautiful

Elʲβelʲ,
Elvel

Isxenk
by.her.father

ŋejŋek’i
into.a.mountain

kt’əlqzu’in.
she.was.changed
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Free translation

Part 1 (silhouettes) – Ukht and Latchchakh

Long ago, this was. In a small Itelmen village not far from the sea there lived a young
hunter named Ukht (Birch grove). Ukht was strong, nimble, and handsome. The beautiful
Latchchakh (Little Sun) lived there too. They loved each other and often met by a cold
creek. Latchchakh told her parents that Ukht wanted to marry her as soon as the trees
would become green, the ground would blossom, and the rivers would fill with fish. Her
mother and father were happy that such a kind and brave young man loved their only
daughter.

Once, as spring was approaching, Latchchakh hurried to the birch grove where Ukht
waswaiting for her. Shewas full of joy because patches of thawed groundwere emerging,
the creeks were burbling cheerily, and because she would be meeting her lover. But
suddenly, the dark old shaman Kana blocked her way.

“You are rushing in vain to Ukht, beautiful Latch. Soon you will be my wife.
You will become the most beautiful of the Itelmen women, you will have the
most beautiful clothes, and lots of tasty and fatty food. I am feared by all,
and so they give me the most beautiful clothing, lots of fur, meat, and yukola
(dried fish), fat, and meat. My magic is strong! Whoever I curse, no good
shaman will ever heal.”

His mouth formed into an evil grin, and Kana laughed loudly:

“Mwa-ha-ha! Your parents are also fear me. They won’t dare to refuse to
give you to such a suitor. Ha-ha-ha!”

Beautiful Latchchakh did not bow her head before the evil, ugly shaman. Only her
eyes flashed angrily at him, black like crowberries. But when she saw her beloved near
the creek, she couldn’t hold her tears anymore. She told her beloved what Kana had in
store.

“Don’t be afraid, Latchchakh, I will convince your parents. We will be to-
gether. I will hunt, and we will always have everything in abundance: skins
for bedding, furs of sheep and bear for clothing, seal meat and dried fish to
eat. The smart and capable mountain Eagle always helps in my hunting.”

For a long time Ukht tried to persuade the elder parents to give him Latchchakh’s
hand. They answered:

“If we let you marry our daughter Latchchakh, Kana won’t forgive us. He
will send people to attack us, and they will kill us with arrows and spears.”
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“I will never become the wife of this evil, ugly Kana. I will throw myself into
the sea” cried Latchchakh and wailed hopelessly.

Her parents were heartbroken. What could they do? They consented. The village
celebrated the wedding of Ukht. Ukht and Latchchakh lived in love. And though the
parents were happy for their child, nevertheless, deep in their souls there was an unease
- they were afraid of the evil and cruel Kana’s vengeance.

****
Spring came. Ukht got ready to go to the far, high mountains to hunt for bighorn

sheep and reindeer.

“Take care of yourself, Latchchakh. The day is coming when you will give
birth and we will have a child. Don’t worry about me. When another new
moon rises, I will be back with my bounty.”

A few days passed, and Latchchakh gave birth to a girl. Her parents had hoped for a
boy, and the midwife said “Ah well, a girl.” They named the child Elvel.

The days passed, and Latchchakh eagerly awaited Ukht. Then the newmoon came. As
the day dawned, Latchchakh sang to her chid: “Today your father is coming, we rejoice
at his return.” Suddenly the still dawn was broken by s shrill cry. Latchchakh started and
heard her mother cry out:

“Something terrible has happened, child!” her mother cried out, entering at
a run. “Out of nowhere the evil Kana has appeared! Other people have come
with him, with arrows!”

Behind her entered Kana.

“Latch, you would not marry me, now I will take you by force. You would
not listen, so I will slaughter your disobedient villagers. That whelp which
you bore to Utkh,” he pointed at little Elvel, “I will curse her. I will completely
ruin Ukht’s life. I will leave his child alive, and she will grow ugly and evil.
Misfortune will befall to whoever knows her, she will bring evil and violence
to people.”

“Why do you curse the poor innocent child?” yelled the old grandmother at Kana,
lifting her granddaughter in her hands.

Kana’s eyes flashed with anger.
Latchchakh heard the screams, moans, and curses from the village. Kana was point-

lessly killing people. Latchchakh kissed little Elvel, hugged her mother tightly, and qui-
etly whispered: “Don’t be angry Mother. Watch over Elvel. I love Ukht with all my heart.
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Never will I marry Kana.” Kissing her mother, Latchchakh pushed open the door, ran to
the sea and threw herself from the shore into the depths. The waves immediately covered
her forever.

****
After a bountiful hunt, singing happily, Ukht came towards the village. Eagle flew

far ahead. Suddenly, Ukht saw that Eagle was returning for some reason. “Something
terrible has happened, friend! Something terrible has happened there.” called out the
approaching Eagle.

Ukht came running to the village. There Ukht saw that something horrible had hap-
pened. His murdered friends lay strewn about. The evil hand had spared no one, not
children, not the old people. In the midst of the death, Ukht saw his dying mother, cov-
ering something with her hands. Ukht rushed to her and sat down softly next to her.
“Mother, what has happened? Where is Latchchakh?”

“Do not seek Latchchakh,” the dearwoman said quietly, “Kanawanted to take
her as his wife, and so she threw herself into the sea. She remained faithful
to you. Our villagers were killed by Kana.” Somehow slowly she raised her
hands, sighing, and spoke again. “This girl, Elvel, is your child. But Kana
has cast a horrible curse on her. I am dying, son. I implore you, go and find
the reliable and kind old man Kvezm. He is a very powerful shaman. Only
through him is there any hope of lifting dear Elvel’s terrible curse.”

His mother died. Gently Ukht took little Elvel with his strong hands. With a deeply
pained soul he went around the ruined village, hoping to find someone alive, but in vain.
After burning his home village, with the little girl in his arms, Ukht went far away to the
high mountains.

****
The days passed. Ukht found the shaman Kvezm. He was already an old, very strong

man. Ukht told him what had happened, and asked to help, to use his powers on Elvel.
Kvezm thought very hard. In thinking, he detached himself from this life. Finally he said
to Ukht:

“The evil Kana is a very powerful sorcerer. To remove his curse will be death
for me. I have already become old and I am used to doing good for people. I
will die. You must take my good spirit-helpers. Promise me this!”

“I promise,” said Ukht.
Kvezm struggled for a long time casting off the sorcerer Kana’s bad magic.

“The good spirit-helpers tell me that Kana is dead. But his dark soul has
moved into birch trees” said Kvezm. “Tell the Itelmens: from now on, if
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someone finds a birch tree with rings, it is an evil tree, it is a Kana Tree. It is
forbidden to make houses (from such a tree). Don’t count the rings. Your girl
Elvel will grow to be beautiful and good, but never forget, before eighteen
springs have come, do not show her to other people, otherwise it will be bad.
Do you understand?”

“I understand.” said Ukht. Kvezm gave Ukht a satchel with his helpers (amulets with
spirits).

“Now take my hand. Let my good power pass through my veins to you. I
can now die with ease. You will be a good shaman. Serve people faithfully.”

There the good Kvezm died. After taking the magic powers from Kvezm, Ukht went
with his daughter to live in the distant mountains.

****
Whenever Ukht went hunting, he left Elvel in Eagle’s care. Eagle protected her from

hungry beasts, and when she grew up, he showed her places where berries and kimchiga
(a kind of edible root) were plentiful. Eagle spoke the Itelmen language and loved Elvel
very much.

Every spring Ukht went to Hanch’an-Atnom, the Upriver Village. The villagers would
welcome him with joy:

”Since the good shaman Uxt has come, then in summer and fall the river will
be full of fish, there will be plenty of seals in the sea. We will not be hungry
or sick.”

Every time Ukht arrived, the villagers put on a big celebration.
****

Part 2 (puppets) – Kana’s curse

17 years passed. Once again Ukht was preparing for the long road. He put a nice
kukhlyanka (reindeerskin parka) and malakhai (fur hat) into his kalaus (satchel). Elvel
came into her father’s polog (inner room in the dwelling) and was sad.

“Why are you sad, Elvel? Has someone upset you?” - asked Ukht. .

“Father, every spring you go to the people, but I stay here with Eagle. Take
me with you to the village, I also want to see the people, and how they cele-
brate…”
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“No! I can’t!” Ukht became angry at his daughter. “Please, wait for one more
winter. When the next spring comes we will go to the feast at the Upriver
Village together.”

Elvel said nothing, but she began to weep even more. She was devastated. Never had
her father yelled at her before. Ukht’s heart ached to have upset his beloved daughter.
He approached Elvel and said:

“Don’t cry, Elvel! I will take you with me, but only if you weave a cloak
of swan feathers tonight. Also, promise me you won’t show your face to
anyone.”

“Yes father, I will stay under a cloak. But why should I hide my face?”

“Silence! I will tell you about it after next winter,“ he said and went to the forest,
so that his daughter would not see the sadness and pain in his eyes. He recalled his
Latchchakh. Elvel looked just like her mother. As beautiful as Elvel was now, Latchchakh
had been just as beautiful 17 years ago. His Latchchakh.

Cheering up, Elvel sewed the cloak all night, aided by the faithful Eagle. As the sun
rose, the snow-white cloak was completed. In the early morning hours, Ukht and Elvel
rowed down the river. Ukht looked at his daughter, and his heart began to ache with
trepidation that something bad was going to happen. He couldn’t tell his daughter about
the terrible curse that was looming above her.

****
The way to Hanch’an-Atnom was long. From far away Ukht and Elvel heard the loud

cries of jubilation of the youth watching them, announcing to the villagers that Ukht
was coming. The most respected fishermen and hunters, Plakhen and Kavral, greeted
their favourite good shaman. They were brothers, strong, capable, and very successful.
Everything always went well for them: in the hunt and fishing. Their hunts were always
rich and they shared their bounty with the other people. They were great friends and
they always helped each other.

The best dishes were given to the beloved guests, the most expensive furs were laid
beneath Ukht’s legs, because everyone wanted to gain the favor of the good shaman. But
fermented blueberry juicemixedwith flyagaric mushroommade the good shaman sleepy.
The good blessings followed, and the shaman wished the hosts a bountiful summer and
a successful hunt in the winter, then Ukht consented to lay down on the soft white skins
that were offered. With abundant food, strong drink, and the weariness after a hard road,
Ukht fell asleep.

Behind the hut where the good shaman slept, the joyful feast continued. Young men
competed in wrestling, archery, and spear throwing. By evening, around the hot fire
they sang sad traditional Itelmen khodily. But then the youths tired of the sadness and
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the joyful sounds of the kovŏm flutes, and games soared up to the sky. Everybody began
to do a merry dance - ”Khekhme”.

Elvel stood to one side with the cape covering her face. She looked at the young
men who had greeted her father. Something joyful welled up in her heart. Forgetting
her father’s command, she took the cape from her face, and danced merrily. Everyone
stopped, struck with love for the beautiful girl - the shaman’s daughter.

”Why is everyone looking at me like that? Especially those, who greeted
me and my father here - the strong and capable guys” - thought Elvel as she
began to feel embarrassed.

Everyone around the fire was indeed amazed. They wondered why the girl hadn’t
taken off her cape earlier, and when she did , it was as if Elvel’s beauty that blinded them.
A sudden passion came over Plakhen and Kavral. Hot fires of love sprang to life in their
hearts.

The chilly night breeze touched Elvel’s face, and she remembered her father’s com-
mand. She could think clearly again. She covered her face again and slowly walked away
from the fire, headed towards the forest. She wanted to be alone, so that she could figure
out why it had become so much fun and why she had wanted to laugh and sing. Elvel
closed her eyes, and circled around the birches in the glade, hugging and kissing them.
At that time, she was thinking about the brothers: how handsome they were! Suddenly,
she noticed one of them nearby, and then the other one coming from the other side.

But what was this? They didn’t look like at all they did during the feast! Anger was
on their faces and their eyes burned with hatred. They approached each other, and were
shouting about something… Suddenly, one of them drew a knife and leapt at the other.
“What are you doing?” cried Elvel.

Both of them were deeply ashamed, as it was the first time something like that had
happened to them.

“My name is Plakhen, and my younger brother is Kavral. We have never had
a fight, and we are ashamed of what has happened. But we have fallen in
love with you, Elvel, and we are asking you to become the wife of one of us,
and sister to the other.”

“I love both of you, brothers,” answered Elvel, “but in a few days I will leave
you, maybe forever. My father is hiding something from me, some sort of a
secret…”

Suddenly, Kana-U - the Kana-tree, the ringed birch which Elvel was standing under,
twisted and covered the girl with its branches. The brothers sprang up to help, they leapt
to her and with their sharp blades started to cut off the branches of the Kana-U. Those
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were the fingers of Kana-U, the evil tree. The soul of Kana, the dark shaman, rejoiced,
because Elvel was the reason why the brothers had a fight.

“My curse is fulfilled! My curse is fulfilled!” triumphed the dark spirit soundlessly,
because the disembodied Kana had no voice. Thus he celebrated his victory.

****
Ukht slept deeply, but the kind spirit-helpers told him in his dreams that Elvel had

broken her promise, and that Kana the shaman was celebrating his victory. Ukht sat for
a long time in a sad silence. At sunrise, he hurriedly prepared to set out on the road.
Although the villagers asked him nicely to stay a little while longer, they left Hanchan-
Atnom.

Elvel knew that her father was upset about something. She was quiet, and when they
left the village she said “Father, I disobeyed your command.”

“I know,” Ukht replied, “why did you do that?”
“Tell me, father, why must I hide my face? After all, I have done nothing wrong to

people, and would never do anything to them.” Kind Ukht told her the whole story.

“I violated the order of the good shaman Kvezm, and now the evil Kana’s
curse will follow you your whole life. I don’t want you to bring other people
misfortune and tears. That is why you must live far away from other people.
Forgive me,” said Ukht.

One year went by. In grief Ukht aged. Elvel was sad as well. Nothing made them
happy. Even Eagle was muted seeing how Ukht and Elvel suffered.

But Plakhen and Kavral, who had fallen in love with Elvel, awaited to the shaman’s
arrival. However, the spring passed, and the good shaman didn’t show up. The brothers
started to worry: what if something happened to their loved one? So they decided to find
Ukht’s home. They searched for it for a long time. The shaman lived very far away, in
the mountains. Finally, they found him. The shaman warmly greeted the brothers, but
he was extremely concerned: no one in many years had come to visit him. Nervous, the
youths’ hearts were pounding hard: would the shaman send them back?

The good shaman let them stay, and invited the brothers to his summer dwelling.
Elvel was very happy to see Plakhen and Kavral. After cooking, she came into the hut,
put the food out and silently went back out. The brothers watched her from behind as if
they were enchanted. Plakhen knelt down in front of the shaman:

“We love your daughter Elvel. You decide which of us will become her hus-
band, and the other will become her brother. This is why we have come
here.”

Ukht sat there without saying a word for a long time, and then said: “Eat, brothers,
and rest after the long road. Tomorrow I will tell you my decision.”
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Plakhen and Kavral ate. The shaman prepared a place in the dwelling for them to
sleep, and they fell fast asleep. Elvel slept too. Only Ukht didn’t close his eyes. His
trusty friend, Eagle, remained awake as well near him. The shaman spent the whole
night thinking. It was the most difficult and the longest night in his life. And this is what
the old shaman decided:

“I will turn the brothers into rivers, full of fish, so that people may take
enough fish from them. They will always eat their fill.”

Eagle read Ukht’s thoughts. He flew hurriedly to Elvel, and woke her up:

“Get up, get up, Elvel! Something bad is happening!Your father is going to
stop treating the guests kindly! He is going to turn Plakhen and Kavral into
rivers.”

Elvel ran out of her house with her hair down, and saw out of nowhere, two rivers
had begun to flow. One was wide and calm, the other smaller, but wild. The girl rushed
to one, then to the other, not knowing what to do. Eagle, who had also gained powers
from living with the shaman, flew slowly up to her, and said:

“Quick Elvel, decide! The calm, wide river is Plakhen, the narrow, wild one
is Kavral. Touch the one you love, the one, whose wife you would like to
become. One of the brothers you can still save. Hurry, they will soon join
with the sea, and then it will be too late.”

Elvel ran between the two rivers, stretching her hands out to both. She could not
choose: she loved them both. Kana’s evil curse came to pass: even her love brings mis-
fortune to people. They were already approaching the sea, restless, wild and fearsome.

“Elvel, hurry up!” the Eagle’s voice reached her. Suddenly, she stopped in despair.
Elvel couldn’t save the one, without killing the other. She stood as if frozen between the
beloved brothers. In desperation the shaman Ukht turned his beloved daughter into a
high mountain between the two rivers, flowing forever into the sea. The shaman suffered
so badly that he lay down as a small birch grove at the foot of the stone Elvel. It was
covered with birches, as if those were his gray hairs, among which one would never find
the Kana-U, the trees that bring misfortune.

In memory of the good shaman, the people called that mountain Aslakh Ukht (Tall
Birchwood). Many years have passed since then. But even now the Elvel mountain
stands there between the two river-brothers. Eagles fly above them. People say, that it
was those high fliers who first told them this story, about defiant Latchchakh, and how
a father didn’t give in to pity for his daughter andhimself, so that their people could live
happily and with an abundance of resources. And that story was told to those birds by
their ancestor, mighty and soulful Eagle.

38



****

Mount Elvel with Kavral (Kovran) river in foreground. Photo: collection T. Degai
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